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SUBJECT: TEXT OF AMBASSADOR BLACK’S REMARKS FOR 
PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS 

1. BEGIN TEXT. YOUR EXCELLENCY, I AM DEEPLY HONORED TO 
PRESENT THE LETTERS BY WHICH THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES, GERALD R. FORD, ACCREDITS ME AS AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA AND 
RECALLS MY DISTINGUISHED PREDECESSOR, AMBASSADOR FRED L. 
HADSEL. 

2. I EXTEND TO YOU, AND THROUGH YOU, TO THE PEOPLE OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF GHANA THE WARMEST GREETINGS OF PRESIDENT FORD 
AND THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. PRESIDENT FORD HAD 
THE PLEASURE OF WELCOMING AMBASSADOR QUARM AS ONE OF THE 
FIRST ENVOYS TO PRESENT CREDENTIALS TO HIM, AND I HAVE 
BENEFITTED FROM MY MEETINGS WITH YOUR DISTINGUISHED 
REPRESENTATIVE TO MY COUNTRY. 

3. WE IN THE UNITED STATES HAVE LONG FELT A CLOSE RELATION- 
SHIP WITH THE PEOPLE OF GHANA. MANY OF OUR CITIZENS TRACE 
THEIR ANCESTRY TO THIS PART OF AFRICA, AND THEIR BACK- 
GROUND HAS GREATLY ENRICHED THE CULTURE - THE ARTS, MUSIC 
AND HISTORY - OF THE UNITED STATES. WE RECOGNIZE THAT 
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AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. I AM PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO BE 
ACCREDITED TO A NATION WITH SUCH AN ILLUSTRIOUS NAME, A 
PROUD HISTORY, AND AN ENERGETIC PEOPLE COMMITTED TO 
GROWTH THROUGH SELF-HELP AND COOPERATION WITH FRIENDS 
ABROAD. 

4. I WANT TO COMMEND THE EFFORTS OF THE NATIONAL 
REDEMPTION COUNCIL AND PEOPLE OF GHANA IN SUCH ENDEAVORS 
AS OPERATION FEED YOURSELF. WE ALSO SHARE WITH GHANA 
THE DESIRE TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF OUR CITIZENS 

IN MANY WAYS - IN NUTRITION, IN EDUCATION, IN HEALTH, 

AND IN A BETTER ENVIRONMENT. SUCH EFFORTS ASSIST IN 
CREATING A PEACEFUL AND PROSPEROUS WORLD FOR ALL. OUR 
TWO COUNTRIES HAVE DEDICATED THEIR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVING 
THESE GOALS. LET ME SAY THAT I HAVE LONG HAD A SERIOUS 
INTEREST IN THE ENVIRONMENT AND IN THE MANY ASPECTS OF 
NUTRITION. I HAVE REPRESENTED THE UNITED STATES IN 
INTERNATIONAL FORA WHERE SIGNIFICANT DECISIONS WERE MADE 
ON THESE ISSUES, AND I LOOK FORWARD TO DISCUSSING THESE 
SUBJECTS WITH GHANAIANS. 

5. WE HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO WORK WITH GHANAIANS IN THE 
GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF GHANA. OUR AID PROGRAM HAS 
PROVIDED ASSISTANCE IN MANY AREAS AND HAS BEEN A MEANS OF 
SHARING TECHNOLOGICAL SKILLS. GHANA WAS THE FIRST STATE 
TO WELCOME THE PEACE CORPS, AND WE NOW HAVE 250 
VOLUNTEERS WORKING SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH GHANAIANS. 
PRIVATE AMERICAN COMPANIES HAVE MADE, AND CONTINUE TO 
MAKE, SIGNIFICANT INVESTMENTS IN GHANA'S INDUSTRIAL AND 
AGRICULTURAL SECTORS. OUR TWO COUNTRIES HAVE AN ACTIVE 
COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIP - IN 1973 ALMOST A FIFTH OF 
GHANA'S COCOA BEAN EXPORTS WENT TO THE UNITED STATES. 

6. AMERICANS AND GHANAIANS HAVE COME TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
BETTER THROUGH A VARIETY OF EXCHANGES, BOTH OFFICIALLY 
SPONSORED AND PRIVATE, AND THROUGH TOURISM AND VOLUNTARY 
GROUP VISITS. I AM DELIGHTED THAT SO MANY GHANAIANS HAVE 
STUDIED IN THE UNITED STATES, AND THE QUALITY OF YOUR 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS HAS ATTRACTED MANY AMERICANS. IT 
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IS THESE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS, OFTEN THE MOST PROFOUND 
AND LONGLASTING, WHICH HAVE CONTRIBUTED GREATLY TO THE 
EXCELLENT RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 

7. I WANT TO ASSURE YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN, OF MY INTENTION 
TO DO ALL I CAN TO BUILD UPON AND STRENGTHEN EVERY FORM 
OF COOPERATION - DIPLOMATIC, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND 
INTELLECTUAL - BETWEEN GHANA AND THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 
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GOOD OF BOTH COUNTRIES AND THEIR CITIZENS. I NOTE THAT 
YOUR CHARTER OF REDEMPTION STRESSES THE PRINCIPLE OF 

SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE. I TOO COMMIT MYSELF TO SERVICE 
WHICH I HOPE WILL PROMOTE THE BEST INTERESTS OF NOT ONLY 
THE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES, BUT ALSO THE CITIZENS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF GHANA. THANK YOU. END TEXT. 

8. AMBASSADOR BLACK DOES NOT PLAN TO MAKE A FORMAL 
ARRIVAL STATEMENT, AND PREFERS THAT HER BRIEF REMARKS ON 
ARRIVAL BE RECORDED VERBATIM AT THAT TIME FOR 
DISTRIBUTION BY USIS. 

KISSINGER 
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